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choly interval when your Lordship was hurt and things unsettled."1
Not long after De Foe's release in 1703, Harley began to use De Foe's marvellous capacity for obtaining intelligence, and for describing the results of his journeys. In the summer of 1704 he was commissioned to travel through England, to ascertain the opinions of different localities, and to report systematically to Harley. In July, as he is on the point of starting, he enthusiastically declares, " I firmly believe the journey may be the foundation of such an intelligence as never was in England."2
De Foe kept his word, and by his means Harley was enabled to obtain a view of English opinion which was invaluable to him in forming a judgment upon his political course. De Foe's letters were full not only of facts but of original ideas deduced from what he saw and heard, and of vivid sketches of men and places. He was more than a mere collector of information; it was part of his task to mould opinion and to lead it towards that temperance in political thought on which Harley set so high a value.
"In all parts/' says De Foe to his patron in 1705, at the end of a long paper which he calls " An Abstract of my Journey with Casual Observations on Public Affairs," "the greatest hindrance
1 Harley Papers, iii. 214.   See also ibid.) p. 275.
2  Harley Papers^ ii. 106.